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1 September 2020 
Dear Ms Mcleod, 
 
PIRC investigations into the use of firearms by police officers 

I am writing to you to request clarification of the process followed by the Police 
Investigations and Review Commissioner (PIRC) in those cases where Police 
Scotland or the Scottish Police Authority refer themselves to the PIRC for review. 

The PIRC website indicates that you can investigate serious incidents involving the 
police, at the request of the Chief Constable or the Scottish Police Authority (SPA). 
These include the serious injury of a person in police custody, the death or serious 
injury of a person following contact with the police, or the use of firearms by police 
officers. 

Could you please clarify the meaning of the term ‘the use of firearms by police 
officers’, the criteria that is applied when considering that use, and whether that 
criteria is available to the public to enable them to understand how that use is 
reviewed by the PIRC? For example, do Police Scotland have a duty to refer 
themselves to the PIRC on every occasion when a firearm is drawn or only if 
discharged? 

Could you also please clarify the process followed by the PIRC when the Chief 
Constable requests an investigation into the use of firearms by police officers. It would 
be helpful to understand the investigative process, how evidence is gathered, those 
included and their role.  For example, whether members of the public who were 
involved in the incident are contacted and able to provide information to assist the 
investigation before a decision is reached on whether to investigate further. 
Clarification on how the findings of the investigation are communicated and to whom 
would also be appreciated, in particular, confirmation of whether the findings are 
published.  

Finally, could you please confirm the process for ensuring that the findings of the 
investigation do not pre-judge the outcome of a complaint that may be referred to the 
PIRC to review at a later date by a member of the public, who is dissatisfied with 
Police Scotland’s response to their complaint. 
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A response by Friday, 11 September would be appreciated as this will enable us to 
consider your response in light of the forthcoming final report by Dame Elish Angiolini 
on the police complaints system. 

Yours sincerely 

 

John Finnie MSP 
Convener, Justice Sub-Committee on Policing 


